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something terrifying in having to Stand up before
a master whose drunkenness proved he was not
even master of himself.

Yet the days at Falun were very happy ones.
Sweden is a country of great beauty. It is true
that her great mountains and forests are far away
to the north and weSt. But the schoolboys of
Falun had much to amuse and interest them.

There are legends about the district which tell
that King Solomon himself bartered gold for the
copper of the Falun mines. It is said that Berich,
an early Swedish king, had brought home from the
eaSt a number of Tyrian metal-workers. One of his
successors sent ambassadors to Jerusalem to renew
the friendship, and they came to Canaan in the days
of Solomon with samples of Swedish copper. The
royal son of David was a wealthy monarch. Gold
and silver were plentiful in Jerusalem in his day,
but the excellence of the Falun metals is said to
have given rise to the eastern proverb: *He who
wishes to grow rich should go to the north, but he
who would be wise should dwell in the eaSt/

The copper of Falun is supposed to have been
first found by a little shepherd-girl. She was tend-
ing her sheep and goats one day near a wood, when
she discovered Kaure, the oldest and toughest of the
goats, engaged in a dreadful combat with another
of his tribe. Butting each other with their horns,